5.At Home
As a family, create your own text-based work
of art.
Begin by cutting one word out of a magazine or
newspaper. Paste it onto a piece of paper. Think
of other words that relate to this word and use
them to surround the original word by writing them
out in different colors and in interesting ways on
your paper. Think about the placement of colors
in relation to other colors on the paper. Also think
about the composition—where the words are
positioned in relation to one another.
Are all of your words in straight lines?
Do they form a shape?
How would you describe the image you have
created?
Congratulations on completing the Mel Bochner:
Strong Language Family Guide. We hope you
enjoyed the exhibition!
For more information on Family Programs, please
visit TheJewishMuseum.org/Families.
Family Programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.
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Begin by looking at the first work of art in the
exhibition, entitled Self/Portrait, 2013.
A self-portrait is a work of art about a person
created by that person.

Continue moving through the exhibition and stop
at the next wall to your right. Look at the painting
entitled (Small) Fart, 2003. It’s okay to giggle
together about this painting :)

Follow the gallery around the corner. Stop at the
far wall in front of you and look at Wrap: Portrait of
Eva Hesse, 2001, and Repetition: Portrait of Robert
Smithson, 2001.

Move into the final room, through the glass doors.
Find the paintings of speech or “emoticon”
symbols.

Is this what you would expect a self-portrait to
look like? Why or why not?

The thesaurus groups together words that have the
same or similar meanings. For many of his paintings,
Bochner uses the thesaurus to find words that have
a similar meaning to the original word he chooses.
Mel Bochner’s daughter came up with the idea
for (Small) Fart and helped him select the words
included in this painting.

Bochner selected one word to describe his friend,
the artist Eva Hesse, and included other words with
similar meanings to create a portrait of her. Which
word do you think might be the main one he chose
for this portrait?

What might this self-portrait tell you about the
artist?
In this exhibition, Mel Bochner explores the use
of language through art. Do you think words can
become works of art? Why or why not?

Some of the words in this painting may be used to
mean something else. How so?
Bochner paints each word a different color. What
effect does this have?

The words we use and hear
every day often have multiple
meanings. The paintings in this
exhibition play with words and
present them to us in unexpected
ways. Use this Family Guide to
investigate the power of words in
Mel Bochner: Strong Language.
For the adults: This guide focuses on material
for families to explore together. Please
note that certain works of art in this
exhibition contain adult content.

Point out where you see similar or opposite colors
next to one another. How do the artist’s color
choices make certain words stand out?

How does the circular composition affect the way
you read the words?
Choose one word to describe your companion.
Sketch your word in the empty circle below. Now
think of other words to describe your companion
and write them around the main word in a playful
or interesting way.

Where have you seen these symbols before?
Bochner usually includes words in his artwork.
How are these works different? What do they
communicate to you?
What words might take the place of these symbols?
Write a sentence below and incorporate one of
these symbols.
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