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Amedeo Modigliani was an Italian
Jewish artist who lived from
1884 - 1920. Modigliani thought of
himself as a sculptor first, and while
he is best known for his paintings and
sculptures, drawing was an important
focus of Modigliani’s artistic process.
As you explore the works of art in the
exhibition, notice the connections
between Modigliani’s drawings and
his paintings or sculptures.

Begin on the second floor and make a left after
you exit the elevator.
Enter the gallery to your right where you will see
a number of drawings and sculptures.
Choose one drawing that interests you. Spend
some time looking at the drawing and discuss
the following as a family:
•

Describe what you see.

•

What kinds of lines do you notice? Are
they curved, straight, wiggly, thin, thick,
textured, light or dark?

•

Trace the lines in the air with your finger.
(Remember not to get too close to the art!)

•

A few simple lines can reveal a lot about
an image. What characteristics of the
subject did Modigliani choose to emphasize?

•

What qualities do you think make
Modigliani’s images of people unique?
Think about the shape of the head,
facial features, or the person’s body.
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DRAWING ACTIVITY
Look again at the drawing you were just examining.
•

In the first box below, draw what you see
using only eight lines. They do not need to
be exactly the same as Modigliani’s, just try
to create lines similar to the ones you notice
in the drawing.

•

In the second box draw the same image in
a simpler way, using only four of the lines
that you used in the first drawing.

•

Discuss your drawing with your grown-up.
Which lines did you keep for your final
drawing? Why did you choose to keep
those lines?

Modigliani drew often. Sometimes his
drawings inspired him to create other
artworks, such as paintings or sculptures.
Enter another gallery and find a painting
that interests you. Talk with your grown-up
about the following:
•

What types of lines do you see in this
painting? How are the lines similar or
different from the ones you observed
in the drawing you just examined?

•

What colors do you see?

•

Where do you notice light in the painting?

•

Where do you notice shadows?

•

Where do the colors blend together?

•

What are some similarities between this
painting and Modigliani’s drawing?

AT HOME
Draw a portrait of one of your family members
using simple lines.
•

Start by thinking about which features you
would like to focus on. Is it their eyes, nose,
mouth, hair, or clothes?

•

What types of lines will you use to create
each feature?

•

Use pencil and paper to create your drawing.

•

Think about adding colored pencil to areas of
the portrait. How might your color choices
express what makes this person unique?

Thank you for visiting the Jewish Museum — we hope you
enjoyed the exhibition!
For information on Family Programs at the Jewish Museum,
visit TheJewishMuseum.org/Families or sign up for our
eNews at TheJewishMuseum.org/eNews.
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